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Media release 

For immediate release  

 

 

CENTURION HOSPICE HOSTED WEDDING FOR CANCER BRIDE  

 

On Workers Day, Centurion Hospice hosted a wedding for a 36-year-old woman from 

Pretoria who is dying as a result of a rare stomach carcinoma.  

Larami Meyer (36) wore a traditional veil over her blond wig – although her husband-to-be 

did not care whether she had hair or not. “I wanted to look great for my husband. After I 

started with chemotherapy, my lush hair started falling out. When the first string of hair fell 

out, I thought well, it is just hair, and it will grow back again. But then I realised that my 

hair is my glory; I looked after if for years, let it grow to the middle of my back, chose the 

right colour,” she said two days before her wedding day.  

Larami, donned in a white-and-purple wedding dress looked radiant when walking down 

the aisle to the rhythm of Jak de Priester’s song Lara.   
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The song tells the story of two people who fell in love as children, and after years of 

separation they eventually get back together.   

Larami and Otto Meyer (38) share a similar love story: they met as teenagers when they 

both attended Kwaggasrand School in Pretoria West. During her grade 10 year Larami 

moved to another province and the only contact they had was stolen minutes on a pay-

telephone and long letters.  “Otto gave me my first kiss,” muses Larami, “and I suppose he 

will give me my last kiss too.” 

The teenage lovers eventually lost contact. Larami got married and gave birth to two 

children. Otto was a true bachelor as he never got over his teenage love.  Around two years 

ago they found each other again on Facebook.  Larami was still in great health and their 

love just blossomed.  Shortly after the couple moved in together, Larami fell ill. Otto felt her 

pain. After eighteen operations, she was finally diagnosed with this rare stomach 

carcinoma in December last year.  

The doctors gave her just a few months to live and when Otto heard the news, he went 

down on his knees and asked her to marry him.  

“She was always beautiful to me – in fact, more beautiful than the first day I met her. I will 

stay with her for the rest of her life. And when she passes, I will know that I made her 

happy,” an emotional Otto said moments before his bride walked up to him.   

Just before Larami said yes, Otto whispered: “I love you, hair or no hair. I will walk this 

difficult road with you. And I don’t mind if your bladder sometimes lets you down. I love 

you.” 

Larami, who previously worked as a paramedic and kindergarten teacher, made contact 

with Centurion Hospice when she wanted information about the In-patient Unit (IPU) 
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should she ever need help. She told her story to Marius Bester, the operations manager, 

and Melanie Robbins, and of course, both were in tears.  

Within two weeks Marius and Melanie managed to pull in sponsors from all over Pretoria 

and Larami got her dream wedding.  

Larami and Otto did not enjoy a honeymoon as she had to start with chemotherapy 

sessions two days after the wedding. 

“We have never been to Cape Town. My biggest dream is to stand on Table Mountain and 

look at the horizon. I would like to do that before I die,” Larami said.  

Annette Reed, general manager of Centurion Hospice, said: “Centurion Hospice is for the 

community. We are proud to make this couple part of our family.” 

 

Larami and Otto thanked the following sponsors:  

• Quanette Kapp from Project Matric Farewell – for the 

wedding dress  

• Emelda – for the stretched tent 

• Adriaan Rademan from Sea Harvest – for the fish that 

was served as starter 

• Clubview Spar – for the non-alcoholic wine  

• LavenderSA – for the flowers and table decorations 

• Iolande Baker Photography – for the photo’s 

• SF Pro Makeup – for the make-up 
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• Beatific Nail Studio – for the bride’s manicure and 

pedicure  

 

Note to the media: If you want to do an interview with Larami and Otto, do not hesitate to 

contact Yolanda Barnard-Lemmer on 061 789 9180 or send an e-mail to 

yolanda@thetalkingdrum.co.za Help us to make their visit to Table Mountain a reality.  

 

Photo captions:  

 

Picture 1: Larami Meyer and her mother Sandra Botha.  

Picture 2: Larami Meyer on her wedding day.  

Picture 3: Otto Meyer and Larami Meyer. 

Picture 4:  From left the couple and their  flower girls.  Mika Majoor (11), Zoë Potgieter 

(12), Larami Meyer, Otto Meyer and Anél Coetzer (14).  
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We aim to provide quality Palliative Care for all in the boundaries allocated to us by the 

Hospice and Palliative Care Association (HPCA) and without discrimination on ANY grounds. 

Our services are free of charge to people who cannot afford care.  

Centurion Hospice is a registered Non-Profit Organisation established in 1998 and officially 

opened in 2001. Community-based care entails both the clinical and psychosocial support, 

and the education of the patient and their family to ensure quality of life and support 

throughout this journey of their illness.   
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